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the treatment being given to Mann1, she is growing fast. And
the same about Kami2. Under these circumstances, if you consi-
der merely the interests of the children, you will not insist on
having them sent over to you. I should like you, instead, once in
a month or two, or three at the longest, to go to Sabarmati, stay
in the Ashram and be happy with the children. That I shall have
your company will be an additional advantage. The passing away
of both Chhabalbhabhl3 and Chanchal has been a great blow to you.
If it were in any way possible, I would take your suffering on
myself and sec that you were free from the suffering which you
have gone through in your life. You are like a daughter to me and
may, therefore, write with the utmost freedom. Do write now and
then. Ba sends you her blessings.

[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. V

90.   LETTER TO ESTHER FAERW&

BOMBAY,
January 25, 1919

MY DEAR ESTHER,

I shall try to answer your very very pertinent question as
fully as possible. A vow is nothing but a fixed resolution to do or
abstain from doing a particular thing. During the self-denial week,
the members of the Salvation Army5 take a vow to abstain from
taking jam or other eatable for a fixed period. During Lent, the
Roman Catholics undergo certain privations. That is also a vow,
In each case, the result expected is the same, viz., purification and

1 & 2 HarilaPs daughters
3 HarilaTs mother-in-law
4 In reply to the following letter from Esther Facriug:   "Do we take
a vow in order to help and strengthen our character?   Does God require us to
take any kind of vows? Can a vow not become fatal?   I do ask you Bapu in
all reverence because I desire to get more light over this question.   I believe
that God suffers because you now are suffering Bapu, although you suffer with
joy. But if God is a father, and if God is perfect love, does it not then cause
suffering to Him when His children take burden upon them, which they arc
not asked to carry? If you could explain [to] me the deeper moaning of the
vow it might help me in my own life."
5 Organization for religious philanthropic   work   founded by William
Booth in 1880